I 


R  Cj 


ONTARIO 

DEPARTMENT  OF  EDUCATION 


empire 


REGULATIONS  8  (2) 

Empire  Day,  the  last  school  day  before  the  24th  of  May,  shall  be  duly  celebrated  in  every  school; 
the  fore7ioon  being  devoted  to  a  study  of  the  greatness  of  the  British  Empire,  and  the  afternoon  to 
public  addresses,  recitations,  music,  etc.,  of  a  Patriotic  Character. 


EMPIRE  DAY  CELEBRATION 

• 

The  Minister  of  Education  desires  to  thank  the  teachers  and  the  educational 
authorities  throughout  the  Province  for  the  way  in  which  Empire  Day  has  been 
celebrated  in  the  past  and  to  express  the  hope  that  for  the  present  year  the  day  will 
be  celebrated  in  the  same  fitting  manner. 

This  pamphlet  which  has  been  prepared  by  the  Department  of  Education  ohers 
a  few  suggestions  for  the  guidance  of  the  teachers  in  the  carrying  out  of  a  schocl 
programme  suitable  to  the  occasion.  For  several  years  Empire  Day  booklets  have 
been  sent  out  to  the  various  schools  of  the  Province,  with  the  request  that  they  be 
retained  in  the  school  libraries.  From  these,  as  well  as  from  the  school  readers, 
text-books,  and  various  school  publications  abundance  of  material  should  be  readily 
available  for  the  day’s  requirements. 


EMPIRE  DAY 

I  want  you  to  remember  what  Empire  Day  means.  Empire  Day  is  the  festival  on  which 
every  British  subject  should  reverently  remember  that  the  British  Empire  stands  out  before 
the  whole  world  as  the  fearless  champion  of  freedom,  fair  play  and  equal  rights;  that  its  watch¬ 
words  are  responsibility,  duty,  sympathy  and  self-sacrifice,  and  that  a  special  responsibility 
rests  with  you  individually  to  be  true  to  the  traditions  and  to  the  mission  of  your  race. 

I  also  want  you  to  remember  that  one  day  Canada  will  become,  if  her  people  are  faithlul 
to  their  high  British  traditions,  the  most  powerful  of  all  the  self-governing  nations,  not  exclud¬ 
ing  the  people  of  the  United  Kingdom,  which  make  up  the  British  Empire,  and  that  it  rests 
with  each  one  of  you  individually  to  do  your  utmost  by  your  own  conduct  and  example  to 
make  Canada  not  only  the  most  powerful,  but  the  noblest  of  all  the  self-governing  nations 
that  are  proud  to  owe  allegiance  to  the  King. 


EARL  GREY,  Governor-General  of  Canada,  1904-11 


SUGGESTIONS  FOR  THE  PROGRAMME  FOR 

EMPIRE  DAY 


WEDNESDAY,  MAY  23rd,  1923 


FORENOON 

1.  Opening  Exercises — Doxology  and  Lord’s  Prayer, 

2.  Hymn  or  School  Song, 

3.  Scripture  Reading — (Deuteronomy  VHII,  1  to  11), 

4.  Patriotic  Song, 

5.  A  talk  by  the  teacher  on  ‘‘Empire  Day.” 

6.  Song  or  Instrumental  Selection. 

An  Address  or  Essay  on  ‘‘The  Indians.” 

8.  A  Flag  Drill  or  any  Patriotic  Drill. 

9.  Essays  or  Addresses  by  the  pupils  on  some  of  the  ‘‘Early  Explorers 

of  Canada.” 

10.  Song- — -“The  Maple  Leaf”  or  ‘‘O  Canada.” 

AFTERNOON 

1.  Scripture  Reading — (Psalm  46). 

2.  School  Song. 

3.  An  A-ddress  by  parent  or  pupil  on  ‘‘The  Pioneers  of  Canada”  or  a 

Pleading,  ‘‘Country  Life  in  Canada  in  the  Thirties.”  (Fourth 
Reader,  page  122.) 

4.  Hymn,  “From  Ocean  unto  Ocean,  Our  land  shall  own  Thee  Lord.” 

5.  An  Address  b}/'  the  teacher  or  a  visitor,  “The  British  Empire  of 

To-day.”  (See  Empire  Day  Pamphlet.)  The  map  of  the 
British  Empire  might  be  used  in  this  connection. 

6.  Recitation — “A  Hymn  of  Empire.”  (Fourth  Reader,  page  74.) 

7.  A  Patriotic  Song. 

8.  Recitation — “Recessional.”  (Fourth  Reader,  page  409.) 

9.  General  Remarks  by  Representative  Visitors. 

10.  The  National  Anthem. 

NOTE. — This  programme  is  only  suggestive,  and  may  be  modified  in 
any  way  to  suit  conditions  in  the  various  schools. 


THE  BRITISH  EMPIRE  OF  TO-DAY 


It  is  just  three  hundred  and  forty  ^-ears  since  a  small  band  of  people 
followed  Sir  Humphrey  Gilbert  across  the  Atlantic,  in  a  frail  ship,  and  settled 
on  the  shores  of  Newfoundland.  -  This  was  the  commencement  of  the  British 
Empire,  which  now  girdles  the  earth  and  has  a  combined  area  of  almost  twelve 
million  square  miles  and  comprises  more  than  half  a  billion  souls.  Some  of 
this  expansion  has  been  the  result  of  war.  Some  additions  have  been  made 
by  right  of  discovery,  while  certain  portions  have  been  purchased. 

The  story  of  the  growth  and  development  of  this  wonderful  Empire, 
during  the  past  four  centuries,  should  prove  most  interesting  to  all  Canadian 
boys  and  girls  and  should  inspire  them  with  a  deeper  sense  of  patriotic  duty. 
If  we  follow  the  events  of  History,  we  shall  see  how  the  British  Empire  of 
to-day  has  been  woven  together  slowly  but  surely  like  the  fabric  on  the  loom 
of.  the  weaver.  We  shall  see  how  capital,  enterprise  and  stable  government 
have  transformed  the  desert  places  into  fertile  fields  as  in  the  case  of  Egypt. 
We  shall  see  jungles  pierced  by  rails  of  steel  as  seen  in  the  extensive  railways 
of  India.  We  shall  also  see  great  bridges  flung  across  mighty  rivers  and  mar¬ 
vellous  tunnels  piercing  the  stupendous  mountains  of  Africa  and  Western 
Canada. 

By  going  back  for  a  few  years,  we  are  able  to  trace  something  of  the 
grow’th  of  the  British  Empire  around  the  world.  Following  the  commence¬ 
ment  in  Newfoundland,  the  next  developments  took  place  in  Virginia  and 
Nova  wScotia.  Then  other  settlers  made  homes  for  themselves  in  the  x\tlantic 
coastal  sections  between  these  two  places.  These  were  all  peaceful  settle¬ 
ments.  The  first  addition  to  the  British  FImpire  by  conquest  was  the  Island 
of  Jamaica,  which  was  captured  from  the  Spaniards  by  the  British  fleet  in 
1655. 

The  chartering  of  the  Hudson’s  Bay  Company  in  1681,  directed  Fhnpire 
interests  to  the  far  distant  northern  and  western  portions  of  Canada;  but  it 
was  during  the  eighteenth  century  that  the  first  great  extension  of  the  Empire 
took  place.  During  that  century  all  of  Canada,  Australia  and  New  Zealand 
were  added;  and  the  British  East  India  Company  obtained  control  of  govern¬ 
ment  and  trade  on  an  immense  scale  in  India. 

The  opening  of  the  nineteenth  century  marks  the  commencement  of  the 
British  Empire  in  Africa  and  to  trace  its  growth  on  that  continent  is  to  see 
clearly,  something  of  the  complex  manner  in  which  the  British  Empire  has 
grown.  By  1820,  settlers  from  the  Alotherland  had  formed  a  colony  at  the 
Cape  and  some  control  over  Egyptian  aft'airs  was  gained  following  the  down¬ 
fall  of  Napoleon;  but  six  thousand  miles  of  unexplored  territory  separated 
these  two  centres  of  Empire  in  Africa.  In  1843,  Natal  was  annexed,  while  the 


sovereignty  of  the  Orange  River  and  the  Transvaal  had  been  assumed  and 
abandoned  by  1881.  At  the  time  of  these  political  changes  in  South  Africa, 
the  attention  of  the  British  public  was  being  directed  to  that  continent  by  the 
explorations  and  discoveries  of  David  Livingstone  and  others.  These  explor¬ 
ations  were  followed  by  the  entrance  of  various  African  Trading  Companies 
which  afterwards  proved  to  be  powerful  links  in  the  chain  of  Empire. 

When  the  World  War  commenced  in  1914,  the  great  sections  of  Empire 
spreading  northward  from  Cape  Town  were  still  separated  from  the  Soudan, 
British  East  Africa  and  the  Uganda  Protectorate  by  the  wedge  of  German 
East  Africa,  which  had  been  thrust  in  for  the  purpose  of  keeping  these  sections 
from  uniting.  At  the  Peace  Conference,  German  East  Africa  was  transferred 
to  the  Empire,  and  thus  the  way  was  opened  for  a  Cape  to  Cairo  railway, 

through  British  territory,  which  had  long  been  the  dream  of  Cecil  Rhodes. 

% 

The  British  Empire  was  greatly  strengthened  and  consolidated  during 
the  reign  of  Queen  Victoria.  The  late  King  Edward  VII,  in  the  second 
year  of  whose  reign  Empire  Day  was  instituted  (1904),  further  carried  out  the 
policy  of  his  Mother;  and  in  1914,  when  the  Empire  of  King  George  V  was 
threatened  by  assault,  the  assistance  that  came  from  all  parts  of  his  far 
flung  dominions  showed  how  dearly  he  has  become  enthroned  in  the  hearts 
of  British  subjects  throughout  the  world.  ' 


